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Dear Council of Europe Representative, 
Dear Organisers of the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute, 
Dear Participants to this Pestalozzi workshop,
Dear Friends,
It is with particular pleasure that I address the Cyprus Pestalozzi programme ‘What does it mean to think historically? Promoting historical understanding in classrooms of mixed abilities and diverse backgrounds and developing channels of communication with the wider community’,  which succeeded in bringing together,   here in Nicosia-Cyprus, participants from 17 different Signatory States to the European Cultural Convention. 
‘Plurality is both the condition of human life and the condition through which humans achieve meaning because humans can experience meaningfulness only because they can talk with and make sense to each other and themselves’ stresses  Arendt (Hubert, 2011:17).
 

Since the inception of the Council of Europe, history and history teaching have been a focus for the Council’s work on education. The Council of Europe recognized from the start, the importance of history as a basis for the education of the citizens of Europe and its role in bridging differences and bringing people together by establishing mutual understanding and trust between the peoples of Europe.   This is clearly stated in the European Cultural Convention.

Work in the field of history teaching, both in intergovernmental projects or through bilateral and regional cooperation focuses on issues related to the content of history textbooks to eliminate prejudice; on the modernisation of teaching programmes and curricula; and on teacher training.
 The approach taken in all Council of Europe activities has always been to create a forum for debate where various target groups could share their views, confront their ‘realities’ and revisit their perceptions, in other words embrace plurality and arrive at informed decisions about future challenges. 

Although the Council of Europe is an intergovernmental organisation, it has always placed great importance on working with civil society.  In Cyprus, the Council of Europe’s work on history teaching started in 2003.   Since then, many activities were organised, among these, seminars, workshops and meetings of experts in the ‘buffer zone or no man’s land’, which brought together hundreds of participants from different communities, across the existing divide, reflecting the fact that Cyprus is multicultural. 

According to the Council of Europe,
 these activities provided an opportunity for an exchange of views on the preparation of new teaching materials as well as on teacher training issues. As one of the main challenges of education today in Europe concerns teaching about diversity, one of the main goals was to supply the participants with information on such practical approaches in teaching history as multiperspectivity. 

One of the main outcomes of this co-operation was the publication on multiperspectivity in teaching and learning history based on the discussions held in Cyprus. This booklet was published in 2004 in English, Greek and Turkish and was disseminated in all schools in Cyprus. It contains practical methodological information which could be used by teachers in their everyday classroom practice. 

Another trilingual (English, Greek, Turkish) publication on ‘The use of sources in teaching and learning history’ was published in January 2009. This publication in two volumes is the result of an unprecedented collective effort by history educators from all Cypriot communities facilitated by the Council of Europe. The two volumes provide information on the European experience in teaching history, and include a set of common teaching materials based on the social, cultural and everyday history of Cyprus. 

‘A look at our past’, a supplementary interactive teaching pack on non-political aspects of the history of Cyprus, is the third, latest publication of the Council of Europe to appear in English, Greek and Turkish. It is the result of the collective work of Cypriot educators, across the existing divide, and has been prepared within the framework of teacher training activities conducted by the Council of Europe in Cyprus in co-operation with the Association for Historical Dialogue and Research, a non-governmental body which brings together history educators from all communities, and with the strong support of teacher trade unions from all parts of Cyprus – you will be visiting its Home for Cooperation during your educational visit across the buffer zone. This teaching pack too has been disseminated to all schools of the Republic of Cyprus by our Ministry of Education and Culture.

It is worth emphasizing that the main aim of all these publications, which constitute the collective work of Cypriot educators and their colleagues from various other European countries, is to respond to the most urgent methodological needs of practicing teachers by collecting examples of innovative teaching approaches and sharing experiences. These materials consist of a variety of sources, suggestions for teachers and activities for pupils developed in the framework of teacher training activities. They aim to: 

· develop interactive methods when teaching about cultural diversity through school history;

· enable pupils to acquire skills such as critical thinking and the ability to reach independent conclusions;

· present diversity as an enriching factor communicating with representatives of diff erent cultures on the basis of tolerance and mutual respect.

The work of the Council of Europe in Cyprus coincided with a number of reforms and policy initiatives which took place in the area of education in the Republic of Cyprus. Most of these occurred in the framework of an on-going Educational Reform, officially launched in January 2005, with the overall aim of upgrading and restructuring the whole education system.  The Educational Reform effort has touched all aspects of the educational system and process.  Main areas addressed so far include:
· The introduction of compulsory pre-primary education

· The introduction of all – day primary schools
· The restructuring of the Ministry of Education and Culture

· The adoption and implementation of a Lifelong Learning Strategy for 2007-2013

· The promotion of a National Qualifications Framework; 

· The expansion of the higher education area by the establishment of new universities; 

· The reform of all school curricula 
· The promotion of educational research and evaluation and evidence- based policy making.
I would like to focus on the reform of school curricula, as one of the most important initiatives for the upgrading and modernization of our educational system, which has particular significance for the teaching of history.  New school curricula are being gradually implemented since September 2011 in all subjects and grades, from the kindergarten up to the lyceum. The new curricula have been compiled with the aim of upgrading the whole education system in order to be able to respond to the challenges of the 21st century society.  The new curriculum is child centered and inclusive.  Emphasis is placed on educational outcomes and on ensuring that every child acquires the basic skills that will enable him or her to become active, concerned and happy citizens.  The teacher is given freedom to adapt the educational content and methodology to the needs of the classroom and the individual child, so as to achieve the desired educational outcomes.
The new curricula encompass the broad aims of education in Cyprus; fundamental pedagogical principles; subject related principles; aims and objectives and the content for every curriculum subject for all grades. The curricula also encompass elements of teaching and learning methodology; indicators of achievement; methods of evaluation; and, indicative teaching activities.
The new History Curriculum, teacher development programmes and educational material follow what Shemilt (2011:87) calls the Social Education Approach to history education. History is considered to provide knowledge and tools necessary to engineer collective solutions to unforeseen challenges by:
 

· Developing knowledge and understanding of the human past as a whole (rather than of selected topics in the past).
· Developing understanding of how and why things happen in human affairs. 
· Showing how knowledge of the past connects with and illuminates the present.
· Developing understanding of the criteria used to distinguish between what we are and are not entitled to say about the past, and to determine the several degrees of confidence attaching to admissible statements of varying kinds.
· Enabling students to discriminate between legitimate and non-legitimate ways of using knowledge about the past.
More details on the developments concerning history education will be provided by other speakers in this workshop and their perspective will shed new light on our ongoing educational reform.

Coming back to the notions of plurality, interaction and change, it should be reminded that the Pestalozzi Programme of the Council of Europe builds on a long history of co-operation in the field of teacher education and training within the framework of the Organisation, laying considerable emphasis on teachers’ interaction to strengthen personal and professional relationships across the continent, as well as to promote an increased awareness of the key role of education in generating change.
In a most recent Council of Europe edited collection of papers, two of the contributors to the volume: Ildikó Lázár and Richard Harris (who is here, today, with us, representing the Council of Europe Pestalozzi programme, and who will be providing you with more detailed information on the nature of the PESTALOZZI programme) identified 6 key principles for bringing about change:

1. The need to provide challenge, experience and reflection

2. The need to explore and reflect on teachers’ beliefs and attitudes and to plan courses accordingly

3. The need to work with the teachers’ context
4. The need to raise awareness of the importance and benefits of developing certain competences

5. The need to show and try out methods and techniques as well as materials 

6. The need to create time for reflection and internalisation of new ideas

The teacher development events and the teacher trainer development modules organised within the framework of the Pestalozzi Programme, as indicated by Harris and Lázár, have given many teachers and trainers the opportunity to be challenged, and to experiment with and reflect along the aforementioned principles. Furthermore, the many teacher training materials on intercultural and diversity education as well as history teaching and education, developed by the participating teachers and trainers in the Pestalozzi Programme’s activities have integrated the aforementioned approaches on the ways to overcome obstacles in teacher education. Our Education Reform proceeds along these lines too. 
I remain confident that -with your active involvement and contribution- this PESTALOZZI workshop, which aims to discuss and address the challenges of teaching history in a rapidly changing world and more specifically in classrooms with students of mixed abilities and diverse backgrounds, will be added in the long list of successful Pestalozzi activities.
To this end, I wish you all the best
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