
Group Tasks

• You will now work in groups (6 groups).

• Choose a group leader.

• Discuss the following questions and take notes 
and/or create posters to report back.

• You have 1 hour. 



Here are your questions:
1. What are the special characteristics of young 

learners?
2. How should these influence the methodology 

and techniques we use in our teaching?
3. Share ideas or experiences you may have as 

regards teaching English to young learners. Do 
they involve aspects of questions 1and 2?

4. Choose some of these ideas and experiences to 
share with the other groups.

5. Ask one of the coordinators to give you a sample 
lesson plan. Study the lesson plan and discuss 
with your group if and/or how your 
answers/ideas to the previous questions are 
represented in the lesson plan



Results / Answers



What are the special characteristics of young 
learners?

1. Children may not yet be able to carry out logical or abstract operations.
2. Children develop rapidly and change fast. 
3. Children learn holistically and are good at inferring meaning.
4. Children have not fully developed their mother tongue abilities. 
5. Children rely on context to infer meaning.
6. They are too young to see any practical relevance to the learning of 

English. 
7. Young learners’ do not have well developed literacy skills in their first 

language. 
8. Children need a lot of recycling of the language learned. 
9. Because of limited attention spans, they need variety of activity
10. They need to become involved emotionally, physically and 

intellectually
11. Young children need to develop an emotional attachment to their 

teacher.



How should these characteristics affect our 
methodology?

• Emphasis on positive attitudes
• No pressure
• Support and encouragement
• Enjoyment of learning
• Rich language environment
• Child-friendly activities such as:

– Games
– Songs
– Stories
– Crafts
– Drawing / colouring

• Limited reading/writing in first grades
• Multimodal learning
• Child-friendly assessment
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new materials
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Thank you!


